
Come and join this webinar from the comfort of your own home!

This webinar is free of charge, but advance registration is required.
 
Upon successful registration, a link to the webinar will be emailed to registered 
participants only.  Registration will close on 30 June 2020 (Tuesday), 2:00 pm.  

Please note that no additional registration will be accepted once the closing date has 
passed, or if the webinar is full (whichever comes first).

We may not permit future registration if you fail to attend the webinar after registering, 
unless you provide an acceptable and valid reason(s). 

Issued by: A G Kalidas, Secretary, Malaysian Bar

CPD Code: T3/01072020/BC/BC201033/1
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Circular No 195/2020     Dated 25 June 2020

1 July 2020 (Wednesday) | 3:00 pm to 4:30 pm
This webinar carries 1 CPD point.

CRC Webinar Series on Protecting Children 

Series #3 |
Discussion on Teenage Pregnancy ̶ 
Causes, Effects and the Law

Balakrishna was admitted as a Barrister-at-Law (Lincoln’s Inn) to the 
English Bar in 2007 and was subsequently admitted as an advocate and 

solicitor of the High Court of Malaya in 2008.  His main areas of practice 
include criminal and civil / general litigation, medical law and family law.  He 

is an active National Legal Aid Foundation (Yayasan Bantuan Guaman 
Kebangsaan) lawyer, having been one of its earliest core counsels since its 

inception in 2012.  Balakrishna is the current Co-Deputy Chairperson of 
the Bar Council National Legal Aid Committee; current member of the Perak 

Bar Committee in charge of the Court Liaison portfolio; and former 
Chairperson of the Perak Bar’s Legal Aid and YBGK, as well as Criminal Law 

sub-committees.  Balakrishna also conducts the Dock Brief Training Programme 
for pupil in chambers of the Perak Bar.  Recently, he represented those who had been arrested and 

subsequently received manifestly excessive sentences during the Movement Control Order (“MCO”).

Syed Azmi is a self-described “NGI” — “non-governmental individual” — who is a facilitator of a 
movement to promote kindness and change on a personal capacity within the community.  His 
advocacy extends to marginalised communities such as children, the elderly, disabled, and 
the poor.  

A pharmacist by training, he is currently the Chairman for Pelindung Kanak-Kanak Wilayah 
Persekutuan; member of the Board of Directors of Volunteer Malaysia; member of the Board 
of Visitors of Taman Seri Puteri Cheras; Court Adviser for Children at the High Court 
of Kuala Lumpur at Jalan Duta; and an Assistant Child Protector.  

Syed Azmi also founded a non-governmental organisation called “PUAK” (Persatuan 
Untuk Anak Kita).  He is a former patron of Rumah Kita, a transit home for unmarried pregnant teenage girls; 
and also serves in the following capacities, among others: adviser for Rumah Bonda, adviser for Cerita Orang 
Gagal, and volunteer at the Geriatric Ward of Hospital Kuala Lumpur.

Dr Aizura Syafinaz graduated with an MBBS (Malaya) degree in 2000 before obtaining her 
postgraduate specialist qualification (“MMED O&G”) from the University of Malaya (“UM”).  
She then completed a one-year fellowship and sub-specialty training in Gynaecological 
Endoscopy under The Asia-Pacific Association of Gynecologic Endoscopy and Minimally 
Invasive Therapy.  

She has been serving in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Faculty of 
Medicine, UM since 2002, and currently works in an Associate Professor and 
consultant capacity.  Dr Aizura is the Director of the Clinical Skills Unit of the Faculty.  
She is also the founding member and Secretary-General of the Gynaecological 
Endoscopic Society of Malaysia.  She has published various medical articles, such as 
“Perubahan Akil Baligh di Kalangan Kanak-Kanak Perempuan”, and consulted on 
projects such as “Merdeka Menstrual: Smashing the Stigma around Period Blood” with RedTALKS.  She was the 
recipient of multiple awards, with “Best Video Presentation” for the Malaysian International Scientific Congress 
of Obstetrics & Gynaecology 2018 being her most recent.

Moderator

Santhi Balachandran graduated with an LL.B (Hons) degree from the University of London 
(External) in 1995 and completed her CLP in 1997.  She was admitted as an advocate and 
solicitor of the High Court of Malaya in 1998, and is now a Partner at Lee & Tengku Azrina.  
Santhi is experienced in litigation and her main practice areas include banking matters, 
commercial and corporate civil litigation, industrial relations / employment law, and family law 
(divorce, adoption, custody, etc).
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Should you have any enquiries, please contact: 
Florence Laway  
(florence@malaysianbar.org.my)
Najwa Syazwani Aqilah bt Abd Hamid 
(najwa@malaysianbar.org.my)
Eden-Joy Riti Kalom
(eden@malaysianbar.org.my)

This topic will cover the following aspects:

1. The physiological, economical and sociological factors that contribute to 
teenage pregnancy;

2. The effects and consequences of teenage pregnancy, as well as the impact on 
the child / unwed mothers (physical and mental health), their families, and the 
medical, sociological, economical and related effects;

3. The laws pertaining to abortion, statutory rape-consent (underage child), 
baby-dumping, adoption and other relevant areas; and 

4. Recommendations by the panel of speakers on or reforms to curb teenage 
pregnancy from legal, sociological and medical perspectives.

Register online here

The third instalment of the Bar Council Child Rights Committee (“CRC”)’s 
webinar series will discuss the causes, effects and law, in relation to 
teenage pregnancy.

Santhi Balachandran, 
Co-Chairperson, CRC

https://forms.gle/1Fs6svnG4SbQfAV7A

